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MORE SPACE TO SMEs.

 IMPROVING SMEs PARTICIPATION IN ESA PROGRAMMES 

Athens, June 27th 2008

The workshop is part of a study called Space4SMEs, which purpose is to identify the difficulties facing SMEs in their efforts to participate in ESA Programmes, and to derive possible recommendations on how to overcome these difficulties and improve SMEs involvement in ESA activities. The aim of the workshop is to show some of the results coming from the study and to discuss and identify possible solutions to smooth any of the difficulties facing the SMEs. 

Special attention will be given to new ESA Member States, as well as ESA Cooperating States (PECS). That is the reason why two workshops are part of the project: the first was organized in Prague (focusing on ESA Cooperating States) last 25th April, and the second one will be held in Athens.
Who should attend?
· If you are a trade association from an ESA Member States and wish to learn from the experience of others and share your own experience;  if you are keen to make suggestions on how to improve SMEs’ contribution to ESA activities
· If you are a company from an ESA Member State, and wish to meet other companies and share with them your experience of work with ESA; if you wish to suggest measures to better involve SMEs in ESA programmes. 

· If you are an institutional authority representing an ESA member State, and wish to participate to the discussion on how to overcome the difficulties of SMEs in ESA programmes and how to support them.
Whether you are a company or a national authority – the workshop is of high relevance to your interests. It will be the opportunity to discuss and debate with others who are facing similar issues and challenges to those of your organisation, and your contributions to the debate will be invaluable in helping to formulate the best possible support from both your national authorities and from ESA. 

When and Where? 

The workshop will be held on June 27 2008, in Athens, in the Athinais Hotel.
http://www.athinaishotel.gr/en
For further information please contact: AIPAS – Silvia Ciccarelli
phone +39 06 6869222  email  silvia.ciccarelli@aipas.it
Registration is free of charge

To register please send an e-mail to silvia.ciccarelli@aipas.it with “Athens Workshop” as object.
Lunch and refreshments during breaks will be provided free of charge on the 27th of June.

.

PROVISIONAL AGENDA
MORE SPACE TO SMEs.

 IMPROVING SMEs PARTICIPATION IN ESA PROGRAMMES 
Athens, June 27, 2008 – Athinais Hotel
09:30-10:00 Get together, coffee – Registration

Welcome 
Welcome from General Secretariat for Research and Technology (GSRT)

Welcome from the SPACE4SME Consortium 

10,00 – 13,30 Morning Session
Results from the SME4SPACE study – Silvia Ciccarelli (AIPAS), James Barrington Broen (ASTOS)
National perspectives
· The experience of new ESA Member States 
Greek Task Force – Dr Ioannis Papadakis 
- SME4SPACE Members
: ASTOS, UK - James Barrington Brown, SME4SPACE Vice-President (TBC); AKRK of DLR, Germany (TBC); VRI, Belgium (TBC); Czech Space Alliance (TBC); POLSPACE (TBC)
Industry representatives 
- (Greece, Italy)
Q&A

Buffet lunch (13,30 – 14,30)
Afternoon Session (14,30 – 16,30) 
SMEs’ access to ESA Technology Programmes  - ESTEC – Mr Udo Becker, GSTP 
SMEs and Earth Observation ESA programmes – ESRIN – Mr Gordon Campbell 
Q & A

Conclusion – AIPAS/ASTOS 

� For more information about SME4SPACE � HYPERLINK "http://www.esa.int/esaMI/Business_Opportunities/SEMHVRXXV2F_0.html" ��http://www.esa.int/esaMI/Business_Opportunities/SEMHVRXXV2F_0.html� 
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